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Surely, to enhance your life high quality, every e-book Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For
Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell will certainly have their particular lesson. Nevertheless,
having particular understanding will make you feel a lot more confident. When you feel something happen to
your life, occasionally, reading e-book Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les
Crowder, Heather Harrell could help you to make tranquility. Is that your real hobby? Sometimes yes,
however occasionally will certainly be unsure. Your option to read Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices
For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell as one of your reading books, could be your correct
book to read now.

Review

ForeWord Reviews-

"Farmers who seek a guide to hive maintenance told through a thoughtful personal narrative will benefit
from the discussion of this topbar style of beekeeping. The first-person style of the book allows a window
into the practices of the topbar beekeeper while conveying a wealth of knowledge and a well-researched
comparison of hive practices. The book is appropriate for beginning beekeepers as well as those experienced
but looking for information on natural and organic beekeeping practices. The book’s ten sections discuss
optimal practices of an organic beekeeper juxtaposed with discussion of industry standard practices and their
drawbacks. Each section contains stories of the authors’ successes and failures as well as diagrams and
pictures to explain everything from hive design to plant species for optimal pollination. Whether the reader is
looking to start their own hive or simply increase their knowledge of honeybees, the book provides
interesting and detailed discussions of all aspects of raising them. Crowder and Harrell offer not only advice
on how to get started, but an in-depth discussion of all aspects of keeping a hive, from bee capture, breeding,
and selection to honey processing. They have crafted a book that is both informative and engaging, filled
with introspective advice and practical knowledge."

Publisher's Weekly-

"Cave drawings show beekeepers “smoking” their hives, preparing for insect interaction. Today’s mass-
produced honey relies mostly on the venerable Langstroth method of beekeeping, which has produced plenty
of honey?but also has introduced plenty of chemicals into the process?through the years. Top-bar hives,
named for the bars that run across their tops, are popular with bee beginners even though they produce less



honey than Langstroth hives. But this account, the culmination of Crowder and Harrell’s 40 years of top-bar
beekeeping adventures, shows the reader their method’s advantages: it avoids antibiotics, miticides, and
other chemicals inherent to the conventional process. Crowder and his wife, Harrell, leave no comb
unharvested as they take the top-bar aspirant from bee basics (stings, smoke, and hive transfers) through hive
management (comb removal and feeding) to beneficial, and profitable, byproducts like beeswax. For those a
bit lukewarm to the swarm, the book gives a fascinating insight into bees’ elaborate organizational and
geometry skills, and it may even make one reconsider buying mass-marketed, chemical-laced honey."

"Reading Top-Bar Beekeeping reminds me of the classes I took with Les Crowder several years ago. He's a
man who truly knows whereof he speaks, who has the gift of communicating with his small friends, the bees,
and sharing his understanding with us. . . . This is the one book on beekeeping that I will recommend to my
permaculture students."--Scott Pittman, Director, Permaculture Institute USA

"This is an excellent guide for hobby beekeepers who wish to keep bees using top-bar hives. Drawing on his
more than 30 years of beekeeping experience in New Mexico, author Les Crowder describes in detail the
special comb management techniques that this low-cost, but relatively intensive, form of beekeeping
requires. Top-Bar Beekeeping also provides an eloquent appeal for beekeepers to make care, respect, and
reverence the foundation of their relationships with the bees."--Thomas D. Seeley, Cornell University; author
of Honeybee Democracy and The Wisdom of the Hive

"This book presents practical advice, gained from first-hand experience, on the organic management of top
bar hives. This book will serve as an excellent guide to the ever-growing number of beekeepers that utilizes
less intrusive management schemes such as top bar hives. Thanks to Les and Heather for their efforts to
provide sound advice on natural ways to keep bees."--Dr. Jeff Pettis, USDA-ARS

About the Author
Les Crowder has devoted his entire adult life to the study and care of honeybees. Dedicated to finding
organic and natural solutions for problems commonly treated with chemicals, he designed his own top-bar
hives and set about discovering how to treat disease and genetic weaknesses through plant medicine and
selective breeding. He has been a leader in his community, having served as New Mexico's honeybee
inspector and president of the New Mexico Beekeepers Association. He is an avid storyteller and has spoken
annually at the NM Organic Farm Conference for over fifteen years. Les is also a certified teacher and enjoys
teaching children Spanish and science.

Heather Harrell moved to New Mexico in 1996 from her home state of Vermont to pursue her masters
degree in Eastern Classics, having long had an interest in the art of meditation and yoga and a yearning to
pursue a career in academia. Her love of nature soon had her pursuing a life as an organic farmer, focusing
on flowers, then medicinal herbs. Over time, and through her work with honeybees, she has moved her focus
to the study of multi-use permaculture plantings, which support a diverse network of interrelationships in the



natural world. Along with a wide variety of vegetables, she grows medicinal herbs, which offer nectar and
pollen to pollinator species. She is very interested in how soil biology is affected by using biodynamic
methods of planting, and is currently studying compost teas incorporating various types of manures and plant
materials.
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Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell. It is
the time to improve as well as freshen your ability, expertise and also experience consisted of some
enjoyment for you after long time with monotone things. Operating in the office, going to examine, learning
from exam as well as even more tasks could be finished as well as you need to start new points. If you feel so
exhausted, why don't you try brand-new thing? A very easy thing? Reading Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic
Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell is exactly what we provide to you will
recognize. And the book with the title Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les
Crowder, Heather Harrell is the referral now.

As recognized, many individuals say that publications are the windows for the world. It does not imply that
buying book Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather
Harrell will suggest that you can buy this world. Just for joke! Checking out a publication Top-Bar
Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell will certainly opened
up somebody to believe far better, to maintain smile, to delight themselves, and also to urge the expertise.
Every book additionally has their unique to influence the visitor. Have you understood why you read this
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell for?

Well, still confused of how to obtain this e-book Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee
Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell right here without going outside? Simply link your computer
system or gizmo to the internet and start downloading and install Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For
Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell Where? This web page will certainly reveal you the web
link web page to download Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder,
Heather Harrell You never ever stress, your favourite publication will be faster yours now. It will be a lot
easier to delight in reviewing Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les
Crowder, Heather Harrell by on the internet or obtaining the soft data on your gadget. It will certainly despite
which you are and exactly what you are. This publication Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For
Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell is written for public and you are one of them who can
enjoy reading of this book Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder,
Heather Harrell
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In recent years beekeepers have had to face tremendous challenges, from pests such as varroa and tracheal
mites and from the mysterious but even more devastating phenomenon known as Colony Collapse Disorder
(CCD). Yet in backyards and on rooftops all over the world, bees are being raised successfully, even without
antibiotics, miticides, or other chemical inputs.More and more organically minded beekeepers are now using
top-bar hives, in which the shape of the interior resembles a hollow log. Long lasting and completely
biodegradable, a topbar hive made of untreated wood allows bees to build comb naturally rather than simply
filling prefabricated foundation frames in a typical box hive with added supers.

Top-bar hives yield slightly less honey but produce more beeswax than a typical Langstroth box hive.
Regular hive inspection and the removal of old combs helps to keep bees healthier and naturally disease-free.

Top-Bar Beekeeping provides complete information on hive management and other aspects of using these
innovative hives. All home and hobbyist beekeepers who have the time and interest in keeping bees
intensively should consider the natural, low-stress methods outlined in this book. It will also appeal to home
orchardists, gardeners, and permaculture practitioners who look to bees for pollination as well as honey or
beeswax.

Sales Rank: #68300 in Books●

Brand: Chelsea Green Publishing Company●

Published on: 2012-08-31●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.02" h x .83" w x 6.02" l, .81 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

192 pages●

Features

Chelsea Green Publishing Company●

Review

ForeWord Reviews-

"Farmers who seek a guide to hive maintenance told through a thoughtful personal narrative will benefit
from the discussion of this topbar style of beekeeping. The first-person style of the book allows a window
into the practices of the topbar beekeeper while conveying a wealth of knowledge and a well-researched
comparison of hive practices. The book is appropriate for beginning beekeepers as well as those experienced



but looking for information on natural and organic beekeeping practices. The book’s ten sections discuss
optimal practices of an organic beekeeper juxtaposed with discussion of industry standard practices and their
drawbacks. Each section contains stories of the authors’ successes and failures as well as diagrams and
pictures to explain everything from hive design to plant species for optimal pollination. Whether the reader is
looking to start their own hive or simply increase their knowledge of honeybees, the book provides
interesting and detailed discussions of all aspects of raising them. Crowder and Harrell offer not only advice
on how to get started, but an in-depth discussion of all aspects of keeping a hive, from bee capture, breeding,
and selection to honey processing. They have crafted a book that is both informative and engaging, filled
with introspective advice and practical knowledge."

Publisher's Weekly-

"Cave drawings show beekeepers “smoking” their hives, preparing for insect interaction. Today’s mass-
produced honey relies mostly on the venerable Langstroth method of beekeeping, which has produced plenty
of honey?but also has introduced plenty of chemicals into the process?through the years. Top-bar hives,
named for the bars that run across their tops, are popular with bee beginners even though they produce less
honey than Langstroth hives. But this account, the culmination of Crowder and Harrell’s 40 years of top-bar
beekeeping adventures, shows the reader their method’s advantages: it avoids antibiotics, miticides, and
other chemicals inherent to the conventional process. Crowder and his wife, Harrell, leave no comb
unharvested as they take the top-bar aspirant from bee basics (stings, smoke, and hive transfers) through hive
management (comb removal and feeding) to beneficial, and profitable, byproducts like beeswax. For those a
bit lukewarm to the swarm, the book gives a fascinating insight into bees’ elaborate organizational and
geometry skills, and it may even make one reconsider buying mass-marketed, chemical-laced honey."

"Reading Top-Bar Beekeeping reminds me of the classes I took with Les Crowder several years ago. He's a
man who truly knows whereof he speaks, who has the gift of communicating with his small friends, the bees,
and sharing his understanding with us. . . . This is the one book on beekeeping that I will recommend to my
permaculture students."--Scott Pittman, Director, Permaculture Institute USA

"This is an excellent guide for hobby beekeepers who wish to keep bees using top-bar hives. Drawing on his
more than 30 years of beekeeping experience in New Mexico, author Les Crowder describes in detail the
special comb management techniques that this low-cost, but relatively intensive, form of beekeeping
requires. Top-Bar Beekeeping also provides an eloquent appeal for beekeepers to make care, respect, and
reverence the foundation of their relationships with the bees."--Thomas D. Seeley, Cornell University; author
of Honeybee Democracy and The Wisdom of the Hive

"This book presents practical advice, gained from first-hand experience, on the organic management of top
bar hives. This book will serve as an excellent guide to the ever-growing number of beekeepers that utilizes



less intrusive management schemes such as top bar hives. Thanks to Les and Heather for their efforts to
provide sound advice on natural ways to keep bees."--Dr. Jeff Pettis, USDA-ARS

About the Author
Les Crowder has devoted his entire adult life to the study and care of honeybees. Dedicated to finding
organic and natural solutions for problems commonly treated with chemicals, he designed his own top-bar
hives and set about discovering how to treat disease and genetic weaknesses through plant medicine and
selective breeding. He has been a leader in his community, having served as New Mexico's honeybee
inspector and president of the New Mexico Beekeepers Association. He is an avid storyteller and has spoken
annually at the NM Organic Farm Conference for over fifteen years. Les is also a certified teacher and enjoys
teaching children Spanish and science.

Heather Harrell moved to New Mexico in 1996 from her home state of Vermont to pursue her masters
degree in Eastern Classics, having long had an interest in the art of meditation and yoga and a yearning to
pursue a career in academia. Her love of nature soon had her pursuing a life as an organic farmer, focusing
on flowers, then medicinal herbs. Over time, and through her work with honeybees, she has moved her focus
to the study of multi-use permaculture plantings, which support a diverse network of interrelationships in the
natural world. Along with a wide variety of vegetables, she grows medicinal herbs, which offer nectar and
pollen to pollinator species. She is very interested in how soil biology is affected by using biodynamic
methods of planting, and is currently studying compost teas incorporating various types of manures and plant
materials.

Most helpful customer reviews

109 of 110 people found the following review helpful.
The Top Bar reference I've been waiting for arrived!!!
By Amy B. Popkin
By chance I ran into Les and Heather several years ago while on vacation exploring the Santa Fe NM
Farmers Market. Les engaged me in a conversation once I explained I was about to become a beekeeper.
With conviction he handed me several photo copies on theTop Bar method. After spending hours and hours
online I was convinced that this was a path I should explore hands on. Now I have five TB hives and love the
simplicity and natural methods Les spoke of.

When I heard Les and Heather were writing a book, I never pre-ordered one so quickly on Amazon. As a TB
beek, there are few experts that have the knowledge like this duo. And I'm thrilled to say that this book
delivered.

I've used Les's hive design and build them for about $20 each in my shop each winter. The plans are in the
book and are easy to make. I am most excited to finally have an explanation on how to manipulate the
topbars throughout the seasons. Up to now, despite a small collection of books on TB beekeeping, I was
winging it. But now I have a detailed and strong set of images to explain hive maintenance.

The book covers a large selection of topic and makes a compelling argument on how TB methods are less
stressful on the bees and more in tune with a natural feral hive. .

Heather is an excellent writer that is the perfect compliment to Les's experience. There are a lot of photos too
to help you.



If you are contemplating top bar beekeeping, this is the best book out there. You too can be part of
beekeeping that is both affordable and natural. Thanks to Les's encouragement I have a batch of honey
waiting to be bottled in my Pennsylvania kitchen. The joy I've had building my hives from scratch, learning
not to be afraid of placing myself in the midst of 30,000 stingers, and now eating the fruits of the hive are ---
oh so enjoyable.

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful.
The info I needed
By sdharlow
In becoming a begginner Beekeeper, I chose to use the Top Bar Hive design. The problem is, there are very
few around that know how to successfully keep bees this way. They are all invested in the Langstroth Hive
method, which to me is pricey, and over rated. This book gave me the knowledge I need to move forward
towards my beekeeping goals this Spring.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
"Top Bar Beekeeping" is amazing, constructive, exciting, objective and very top bar hive comprehensive for
everyone.
By John T. Petro
Top bar hives are rapidly gaining recognition and I am enjoying considerable success with the "Aunt Bea
Top Bar Beehive" (Pat. Pend.) I am currently adding 16 items to the product list on my website and would
like to also add the book. One of my greatest beekeeping frustrations is my inability to refer the hundreds of
festival attendees that visit my exhibit with numerous and diverse questions relative to TBH beekeeping, to
any single source. My best available referral advice to date has been Michael Bush's web site and book, also
from Amazon. The subject book is amazing, constructive, exciting and very TBH comprehensive. It can
clearly and efficiently serve everyone from the novice to the master beekeeper and those of us who are
passionate about the potential of the TBH sustainable paradigm. And, to be candid, I see the book as being a
much needed question-answering, anxiety relieving source that will contribute considerably to my
commercial interests in a very intelligent and principled manner.

See all 189 customer reviews...
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Investing the extra time by reading Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By
Les Crowder, Heather Harrell could provide such excellent experience even you are just seating on your
chair in the office or in your bed. It will certainly not curse your time. This Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic
Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell will guide you to have more precious time
while taking rest. It is really enjoyable when at the noon, with a mug of coffee or tea and a book Top-Bar
Beekeeping: Organic Practices For Honeybee Health By Les Crowder, Heather Harrell in your device or
computer system monitor. By enjoying the views around, right here you can start reading.
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on how to get started, but an in-depth discussion of all aspects of keeping a hive, from bee capture, breeding,
and selection to honey processing. They have crafted a book that is both informative and engaging, filled
with introspective advice and practical knowledge."

Publisher's Weekly-

"Cave drawings show beekeepers “smoking” their hives, preparing for insect interaction. Today’s mass-
produced honey relies mostly on the venerable Langstroth method of beekeeping, which has produced plenty
of honey?but also has introduced plenty of chemicals into the process?through the years. Top-bar hives,
named for the bars that run across their tops, are popular with bee beginners even though they produce less
honey than Langstroth hives. But this account, the culmination of Crowder and Harrell’s 40 years of top-bar
beekeeping adventures, shows the reader their method’s advantages: it avoids antibiotics, miticides, and
other chemicals inherent to the conventional process. Crowder and his wife, Harrell, leave no comb
unharvested as they take the top-bar aspirant from bee basics (stings, smoke, and hive transfers) through hive
management (comb removal and feeding) to beneficial, and profitable, byproducts like beeswax. For those a
bit lukewarm to the swarm, the book gives a fascinating insight into bees’ elaborate organizational and



geometry skills, and it may even make one reconsider buying mass-marketed, chemical-laced honey."

"Reading Top-Bar Beekeeping reminds me of the classes I took with Les Crowder several years ago. He's a
man who truly knows whereof he speaks, who has the gift of communicating with his small friends, the bees,
and sharing his understanding with us. . . . This is the one book on beekeeping that I will recommend to my
permaculture students."--Scott Pittman, Director, Permaculture Institute USA

"This is an excellent guide for hobby beekeepers who wish to keep bees using top-bar hives. Drawing on his
more than 30 years of beekeeping experience in New Mexico, author Les Crowder describes in detail the
special comb management techniques that this low-cost, but relatively intensive, form of beekeeping
requires. Top-Bar Beekeeping also provides an eloquent appeal for beekeepers to make care, respect, and
reverence the foundation of their relationships with the bees."--Thomas D. Seeley, Cornell University; author
of Honeybee Democracy and The Wisdom of the Hive

"This book presents practical advice, gained from first-hand experience, on the organic management of top
bar hives. This book will serve as an excellent guide to the ever-growing number of beekeepers that utilizes
less intrusive management schemes such as top bar hives. Thanks to Les and Heather for their efforts to
provide sound advice on natural ways to keep bees."--Dr. Jeff Pettis, USDA-ARS

About the Author
Les Crowder has devoted his entire adult life to the study and care of honeybees. Dedicated to finding
organic and natural solutions for problems commonly treated with chemicals, he designed his own top-bar
hives and set about discovering how to treat disease and genetic weaknesses through plant medicine and
selective breeding. He has been a leader in his community, having served as New Mexico's honeybee
inspector and president of the New Mexico Beekeepers Association. He is an avid storyteller and has spoken
annually at the NM Organic Farm Conference for over fifteen years. Les is also a certified teacher and enjoys
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